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Trump taking DACA 
appeal to top court, 
bypassing 9th Circuit 


BY ANITA CHABRIA 
AND STUART LEAVENWORTH 


achabria@sacbee.com 


Federal lawyers on Tuesday 
said they plan to go directly to 
the U.S. Supreme Court - by- 
passing a California appeals 
court that President Donald 
Trump dislikes - to overturn an 
injunction that forces the ad- 
ministration to keep in place an 
immigration program that pro- 


tects some people from deporta- 
tion who were brought to the 
United States illegally as chil- 
dren. 

The U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice on Tuesday filed a notice of 
appeal asking for the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals to 
review a decision by a Cali- 
fornia district court issued last 
week that required the govern- 
ment to maintain most aspects 
of its Deferred Action for Child- 


hood Arrivals program, which 
provides legal residency and 
work permits to about 700,000 
people brought by their parents 
across the border as children 
without documentation. 

The government said it will 
also file a petition later this 
week to seek a direct review of 
the injunction by the Supreme 
Court, where the Trump admin- 
istration has had more luck 
defending its policies. 


“Tt defies both law and com- 
mon sense for DACA - an en- 
tirely discretionary non-enforce- 
ment policy that was imple- 
mented unilaterally by the last 
administration after Congress 
rejected similar legislative pro- 
posals and courts invalidated 
the similar DAPA policy - to 
somehow be mandated nation- 
wide by a single district court in 
San Francisco,” Attorney Gen- 
eral Jeff Sessions said in a state- 
ment. “We are now taking the 
rare step of requesting direct 
review on the merits of this 
injunction by the Supreme 
Court so that this issue may be 
resolved quickly and fairly for 
all the parties involved.” 

The White House decision to 
bypass the 9th Circuit isn’t 
completely surprising, given 
Trump’s frustration with the 
San Francisco-headquartered 
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Luis Bracamontes waits for his trial to resume as his attorney adjusts a necktie after a morning break Tuesday in Sacramento Superior Court. 
Bracamontes, an undocumented immigrant from Mexico, and his wife, Janelle Monroy, are accused of a daylong crime spree in 2014 that 
killed Sacramento County sheriff's Deputy Danny Oliver and Placer County sheriff’s Deputy Michael Davis Jr. and wounded a number of 
other victims. Bracamontes disrupted the trial, threatening to kill more people and leading the judge to briefly remove the jury. 


Suspect in deputies’ killings 
disrupts trial’s opening, and his 
lawyer admits ‘he shot them’ 


BY SAM STANTON 
sstanton@sacbee.com 


here’s never been much 

dispute over whether 

Luis Bracamontes shot 

and killed two Sacra- 
mento-area deputies in October 
2014. 

He has repeatedly admitted to 
it in court hearings, and at the 
start of his trial Tuesday his own 
lawyer essentially convicted the 
illegal immigrant of killing Sac- 
ramento sheriff’s Deputy Danny 
Oliver and Placer sheriff’s Dep- 
uty Michael Davis Jr. in a day- 
long spree of violence that start- 
ed in a Motel 6 parking lot near 
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See Bracamontes’s courtroom outburst at 
sacb.ee/cnvQ 


Arden Fair mall. 

“Let me be clear and up 
front,” public defender Jeffrey 
Barbour told the jury hearing his 
case. “Mr. Bracamontes is re- 
sponsible for the death of Depu- 
ty Danny Oliver and Detective 
Michael Davis. 

“He shot them both.” 

The statement came during 
an extraordinary opening day 
during which the proceedings 
devolved into a spectacle of the 
defendant threatening to kill 
more people, giggling as a pros- 
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ecutor described his crime spree 
and his own lawyers once again 
questioning his sanity. 

“I wish I had killed more of 
the mother------- »” he boasted to 
the jury as prosecutor Rod Nor- 
gaard described the outbreak of 
violence. 

Smiling broadly, Bracamontes 


added, “I will break out soon 
and I will kill more, kill whoever 
gets in front of me ... There’s no 
need for a f------ trial.” 

That outburst led to Sacra- 
mento Superior Court Judge 
Steve White briefly removing 
the jury, then warning Braca- 
montes. 

“You will not disrupt this trial, 
you will not speak out,” White 
told him. “If you do, you will be 
removed from the courtroom.” 

Barbour, who along with part- 
ner Norm Dawson has ques- 
tioned Bracamontes’ sanity, 
then asked the judge to recon- 
sider his finding that Braca- 
montes is mentally competent 
to stand trial. 

“Your motion is denied,” 
White told Barbour. He then 
had the jury come back in and 
instructed them not to pay any 
attention to what had happened. 
All of them indicated they could 
do so, and Norgaard concluded 
his opening statement just be- 
fore noon. 
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De Leon 
presses 
Feinstein 
on DACA 
policies 


BY ANGELA HART 
ahart@sacbee.com 


State Sen. Kevin de Leon 
took a subtle shot at Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein as he lob- 
bied on Capitol Hill on Tues- 
day for protections for un- 
documented immigrants 
brought to the U.S. as chil- 
dren known as “Dreamers.” 

“Whether through incom- 
petence or intolerance, we 
delay justice,” de Leon said at 
a press conference in Wash- 
ington. “Time and time again, 
hard-liners across the street - 
in Congress and the White 
House - find any possible 
excuse to delay a solution.” 

In an interview this week 
he was more direct, criticizing 
Feinstein for her centrist 
approach on immigration and 
suggested stances she’s taken 
on the Deferred Action on 
Childhood Arrivals program 
have contributed to the Re- 
publican-Democratic stale- 
mate in Congress. 

“Until recently, her natural 
inclination is to be anti-im- 
migrant. She switches now 
because she has a primary 
challenge,” said de Leon, who 
is mounting a challenge 
against the five-term incum- 
bent. “She represents Cali- 
fornia, not Arkansas.” 

Democrats, chief among 
them Feinstein, have called 
on Congress and the presi- 
dent to include as part of a 
budget deal protections for 
Dreamers. She is pushing for 
passage of the Dream Act, a 
bipartisan proposal that 
would grant permanent resi- 
dency to the 800,000 un- 
documented immigrants 
brought to the country illegal- 
ly as children and create a 
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NUKE STRATEGY 
COULD EXPAND 


A new draft sent to the 
president for approval 
would permit use of 
weapons to respond to 
crippling cyberattacks. 4A 
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SHERIFF JONES 
SEEKS 3RD TERM 


Sacramento County’s law 
enforcement leader 
reverses his previously 
announced decision not 
to run for re-election. 1B 
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